
Setting the standard for quality Scottish wild venison

Scottish Quality Wild 
Venison



Setting the standard for quality Scottish wild venison

Agenda • SQWV Journey and Structure

• An ‘end to end’ scheme

• Lead v Nonlead ammunition
• Context
• HSE legislation
• Industry concerns
• Stalkers Forum feedback

• Why SQWV?

• Q&A
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SQWV’s journey…so far!
• Established c.20 years ago

• 2015 – FSS ultimatum

• 2023 industry review – food perspective
• Review, Refresh, Relaunch

• Jan 2024 – introductions of Non-lead requirement

• Dec 2024 – transfer of scheme management to FIA

• Jan 2025 ‘Producer scheme’ relaunch

• Mar 2025 ‘Processor scheme’ design

• May 2025 – target relaunch ‘end-end’ scheme to buyers
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New Structure Scottish Venison Ltd

CHAIR

Technical 
Advisory 

Committee (TAC)
FIA Partners

SQWV 
Admin

YOUR FEES:
Certification costs

SQWV running costs

www.sqwv.co.uk
info@sqwv.co.uk

http://www.sqwv.co.uk/
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An  ‘End to End’ scheme
Primary Producer

Supply-chain

Processor

CONSUMER
Buyer

(Retail or 
Foodservice)

BARRIERS
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Scottish Wholesale Association
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Lead Ammunition
–v-

Nonlead Ammunition
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Context
• SQWV priorities

• Food safety & consistency

• Protect against ‘Black market’ & ‘Grey market’

• Food producer –versus- Land manager

• Customer and consumer confidence

• Proactive approach

• No safe level of lead & EU Legislation
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Non-lead – versus- Lead
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Non-lead – versus- Lead
EXTRACT

Environmental

Food safety
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Non-lead – versus- Lead

EXTRACT

LEADTIME
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Non-lead – versus- Lead
EXTRACT
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Non-lead – versus- Lead

EXTRACTBan on supply

Poor controls
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Non-lead – versus- Lead

EXTRACT

How can we 
achieve this?
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Non-lead – versus- Lead
EXTRACT

Poor 
controls
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Non-lead – versus- Lead

EXTRACT

Risk to 
health
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Non-lead – versus- Lead

EXTRACT

Risk to you
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Non-lead – versus- Lead

EXTRACT
Microscopic 
and leaching
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Non-lead – versus- Lead
EXTRACT

Education
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There is no safe
level of lead

LEAD
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Concerns noted:
• Cost of ammunition

• Health & Safety – e.g. ricochet

• Animal welfare

• Night shooting & forest/urban shooting

• Rifle replacement

• Guest risk

• Lead –v- Copper –v- Tin etc……what are the options?
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Initial key take aways
• A general acknowledgement that Non-Lead is coming

• Training and advice for Stalkers on
• Selection of ammunition for you, and species
• Shot placement advice

• SQWV needs to clearly demonstrate value to the industry
• Pence per kilo
• Ring fence good operators/insurance policy
• Open up new markets

• Future engagement – sharing of best practice and experience
• Range days?
• Stalkers group?
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Quote of the day……

“To say non-lead doesn’t work, is 
like saying that all lead works……”

anonymous
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Why should I become an SQWV member?
• Ensure your standards are up to date and compliant

• Certify your standards

• Protect against Black and Grey market activities & differentiate

• Reassure buyers – commercial to consumers

• Open new markets – Retail and wholesale

• Start to build value in the supply-chain 
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Q&A

www.sqwv.co.uk
info@sqwv.co.uk

http://www.sqwv.co.uk/
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